
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 
Q: What’s happening? 
A: The district is undertaking an accelerated district-wide facilities master plan (DWFMP) 
review focused on elementary schools, updating the 2014 DWFMP that concentrated on 
the high school. Three of the schools under consideration date to the 1950s with the last 
renovations completed in the 1960s. 
 
Q: Why now? 
A: The district chose to begin the master plan review about six months ahead of 
schedule to take advantage of opportunities for significant non-local funding, which 
would reduce project costs for district taxpayers. If the district did not meet deadlines this 
spring to apply for the funding, it would not have been eligible in the future. 
 
Q: What funding is available? 
A: The district met an April 1 deadline for a state grant that would reimburse two capital 
projects by 10 percent, up to $2 million each. In addition, the district applied for state 
PlanCon funds before a May 15 moratorium took effect on the school construction 
reimbursement program. PlanCon funding could provide $2.2 million to $2.4 million for 
two capital projects. Both funding opportunities come with construction deadlines. The 
state grant requires substantial construction on projects by June 2018, necessitating a 
quicker DWFMP timeline. 
 
Q: Which schools are identified as potential projects? 
A: Radio Park and Houserville elementary schools were designated in the state grant 
application because they are expected to be the costliest to renovate of the district’s 
older elementary schools and therefore would receive the largest reimbursement from 
the grant. PlanCon applications were submitted for potential Radio Park, Houserville and 
Corl Street Elementary renovation and/or new construction projects. 
 
Q: Does that mean those schools will be renovated? 
A: Nothing has been decided yet. As required, the DWFMP co-leaders, Crabtree 
Rohrbaugh & Associates and Massaro Construction Management Services, submitted 
PlanCon applications with rudimentary placeholder designs for updated Radio Park, 
Houserville and Corl Street buildings. But potential designs likely will change from input 
received at community forums this summer and September before the Board of School 
Directors makes final decisions in late September or early October.  
 
Q. If it is decided to renovate a school, how will construction take place with 
students in the schools? 
A. The design team, consisting of the architect and construction managers, will schedule 
the work to occur in phases such that students and employees are separated from the 
construction work. This type of phasing has occurred in other elementary projects such 
as Easterly Parkway, Park Forest, Gray’s Woods, and Ferguson Township, as well as 
the High School project. 
 
Q: Why is it important for the district to update elementary schools? 
A: Some of our schools have been updated with air conditioning/working and efficient 
hearing, daylighting, separate cafeterias and gymnasiums so students can have 
Physical Education during the lunch periods, ADA accessibility, permanent walls 
between clasrooms for noise reduction, etc. The schools being recommended for 



updates are not equitable to those schools, and the district wants to create similar 
experiences and opportunities for all K-5 students.  
 
Q: What elementary options are being considered during the DWFMP update? 
A: Based on community input and information from Crabtree Rohrbaugh & Associates 
and Massaro Construction Management Services, the Board will evaluate eight options 
containing different combinations of renovation and/or new construction projects for 
Radio Park, Houserville and Corl Street. The options include repurposing the Corl Street 
and Lemont Elementary buildings. To help assess future enrollment patterns and 
capacity demands, the district has commissioned a demographic analysis of school 
attendance zones, using geographic information systems and municipal data. 
 
Q: Does this mean Lemont Elementary will be repurposed? 
A: That possibility will be considered during the DWFMP update. Joining Lemont, which 
currently serves K-2 students, with Houserville, its sister school, has been in the facilities 
master plan since 1999, though the Board has never moved forward with the proposal. 
Closing Lemont would result in a process to determine the best repurposing situation, 
including community input. 
 
Q: If Corl Street is repurposed, where would its students go? 
A: The demographic analysis will provide insight to the population centers of the district 
for the future. Combined with the updated demographics, the DWFMP will assist in 
providing recommendations for the attendance areas. There will be a process for the 
determining the best repurposing situations. 
 
Q: What are the estimated project costs? 
A: The PlanCon funding submissions included estimates of about $16 million to $19 
million for Radio Park and Houserville, and about $10 million to $12 for Corl Street. 
These are maximum estimates intended to provide the most flexibility for the design 
team; costs likely will come down during the design process. In the PlanCon system, it’s 
possible to subtract from designs estimates but not increase. 
 
Q: Will any projects increase my taxes? 
A: Through fiscal planning, the district has allocated funding for approximately $40 
million in capital projects. Aside from funding the State High Project referendum debt, 
the district anticipates that property taxes in the near future primarily will be set to meet 
annual operational expenses. 
 
Q: Is there enough land to build new buildings on the current sites for 
Houserville/Lemont, Radio Park, and Corl Street? 
A: This will be determined with land, site and geological testing and investigation. 
 
Q: If the district has to bus students farther, would the district have an increase in 
busing costs?  
A: This can only be determined after the completion of a demographic analysis and 
project site selection. 
 
Q: Will class sizes increase as a result of the attendance area analysis? 
A: The district expects to maintain the current guidelines for class size. 
 
Q: How soon would the construction start and how long would it take? 



A: At this point, the construction could begin as soon as summer of 2017, with an 
expected construction period of approximately 16 months. 
 
Q: If modifications in attendance areas result in student school assignments, 
when will those become effective? 
A: Once any potential changes are identified, a transition plan will be released. 
 
 
 

	  


